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Who We Are
Canadian Mushroom Growers’ Association

Meet Iryana from the Ukraine.  
She is a hard working harvester 
on a Canadian mushroom farm.   
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

Canada agri-food system
• employed 2.3 million people
• provided 1 in 9 jobs in Canada
• generated $149.2 billion (around 7%) of 

Canada's gross domestic product (GDP)

Seasonal & Permanent

Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTORhttps://mushrooms.ca/mushroom-varieties/

Mushroom Varieties – Mushrooms Canada
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTORhttps://mushrooms.ca/feed-your-immune-system/

Feed Your Immune System – Mushrooms Canada

Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTOR
MUSHROOM FARM: GREENHOUSE SUBSECTOR

Indoors, permanent, full time, 24/7, continuous harvest, shift work
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTORBIG Labour Shortage: VERY DIVERSE WORKFORCE
70% Canadians (mixture of local residents, new immigrants) + 30% TFWs

Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTOR
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTOR

+ Harvesters 
earn piece 
rate which 
is a bonus 

for efficient 
harvesting

YouTube Vid: 
Benefits & Workplace 

Culture

https://youtu.be/pviTXdG-
v1Y?si=td8rQS-hrPV_rZ6n

Occupations:

Step Up To Our Plate: 
Mushroom Farms have a Career for You

www.mushrooms.ca/jobs/
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

IN DEMAND JOBS

JOB SPOTLIGHT…WHAT THEY DO? 
Harvesters pick mushrooms and place them into trays, boxes, or other containers. They 
select and pick mushrooms according to size, weight, cleanliness, length of the stem, and 
overall condition according to consumer preference and standards. 
The harvester also needs to remove any unwanted mushrooms and discard damaged ones. 
They use tools, such as a knife, picking trays, platforms, trolleys, and ladders to help pick 
mushrooms. 
Entry level harvesters start at minimum wage and receive harvesting and other training. 
Farm workers earn competitive wages, earning from minimum up to approximately $30 
per hour because of the harvest speed bonus the piece rate offers (calculated on a ‘per 
pound’ or ‘per package’ basis). 

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE 
• Eligible to work in Canada. 
• No previous experience is needed. 
• Previous experience harvesting mushrooms is helpful. 

Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

JOB SPOTLIGHT…WHAT THEY DO? 
A mushroom farm provides many job opportunities for the supervisor role. A supervisor on a 
mushroom farm could oversee mushroom growing, harvesting, post-harvest activities and 
other activities 
The Mushroom Harvest Supervisor occupation, is an especially important role, which can 
provide progression opportunities for workers who may start out as entry-level harvesters. 
The work in conducted both in the office and on the farm floor. 
A harvest supervisor provides workers with support, skills and tools they need in order to 
meet the farm’s mushroom quality and production requirements. The harvest supervisor 
ensures harvesters receive appropriate training to perform their harvest duties.. 

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE 
• Eligible to work in Canada. 
• Farm floor experience is important and preferred for this role. 
• Experience in mushroom, horticulture and/or agriculture field. 
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills. 
• Strong organizational, problem solving and attention to detail skills. 

IN DEMAND JOBS
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

IN DEMAND JOBS

JOB SPOTLIGHT…WHAT THEY DO? 
People working in the packaging department weigh and sort mushrooms to customer 
specification for size and quality. On the farm, they wash, weigh and slice the harvested 
mushrooms making sure that the mushrooms are packaged and ready to be shipped to 
the customer. They keep their workstations and the surrounding area clean and free of 
debris. 
The packaging occupation starts at the entry level and workers can progress to 
supervisory and management roles within this area of the farm. 

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE 
Good hand-eye coordination, communication, and teamwork skills are needed. Previous 
experience packaging mushrooms is helpful. 
• Eligible to work in Canada. 
• No previous experience is needed. 

Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

JOB SPOTLIGHT…WHAT THEY DO? 
Ever wonder how compost is made and what mushrooms grow in? General farm workers 
work in many different areas of a mushroom farm. Working in soil preparation & compost is 
just one example of the kind of jobs general farm workers do on the farm. All of these 
occupations require a lot of on-the-job training & learning in the area where they work 
which can include soil preparation and compost. 
There are a lot of job opportunities on mushroom farms for general farm workers. Part of 
the responsibilities of a general farm worker working in the soil preparation and compost 
can be to keep equipment, tunnels, and grow rooms clean. 

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE 
• Eligible to work in Canada. 
• No previous experience is needed. 
• A background in growing mushrooms or agriculture is an asset. 

IN DEMAND JOBS
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

• Check the Government of Canada 
Job Bank, where mushroom jobs 
are also posted. There is a new Job 
Bank section for Ukrainian Job 
Seekers and for employers to 
connect with them.

https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/home

• You can find mushroom farm jobs 
directly with our farm employers 
who are constantly recruiting new 
team members. Click on the farm 
websites below and use their email 
addresses also below to apply for a 
job.

https://mushrooms.ca/mushroom-jobs/

WHERE TO APPLY

You Need:  Resume, Open Work Permit, Proof of PR, Farm 
experience?

Farms Need Workers
• Mushroom Farms are Safe Work Environments

o Training for employers, managers, supervisors
o Orientation training
o Occupation health & safety training
o Workplace training as needed

• Competitive Wages

• Translation Services

• Language Training

• Housing TFWP Agricultural Stream ($30 per week)

• If want to Stay:
o NEW Immigration option with Agri-Food Immigration Pilot: Pathway 

to permanent residency
o Opportunities to build a new life and career in Canadian agriculture 

on mushroom farms
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Canadian Mushroom Sector: 
Recruitment

SECTOR

Recipes – Mushrooms Canada

https://mushrooms.ca/recipes/

How Can We Help?

Janet Krayden, Workforce Specialist
613-784-9426; janet@mushrooms.ca


